
Section 1: The Political Party Qualification Standards Act 

Section 2: Amendments to Chapter 32 Section 32-716 
 
32-716. 
New political party; formation; petition; requirements. 
 
(1) Any person, group, or association desiring to form a new political party shall present to the 
Secretary of State petitions containing signatures totaling not less than one percent of the total 
votes cast for Governor at the most recent general election for such office, or five thousand valid 
signatures from voters registered in this state. The signatures of registered voters on such 
petitions shall be so distributed as to include registered voters totaling at least one percent of the 
votes cast for Governor in the most recent gubernatorial election in each of the three 
congressional districts in this state. Petition signers and petition circulators shall conform to the 
requirements of sections 32-629 and 32-630. The petitions shall be filed with the Secretary of 
State no later than January 15 before any statewide primary election for the new political party to 
be entitled to have ballot position in the primary election of that year. If the new political party 
desires to be established and have ballot position for the general election and not in the primary 
election of that year, the petitions shall be filed with the Secretary of State on or before July 15 
of that year. Prior to the circulation of petitions to form a new political party, a sample copy of 
the petitions shall be filed with the Secretary of State by the person, group, or association seeking 
to establish the new party. The sample petition shall be accompanied by the name and address of 
the person or the names and addresses of the members of the group or association sponsoring the 
petition to form a new political party. Sponsors of the petition may be added or removed with the 
unanimous written consent of the original sponsor or sponsors at any time prior to or on the day 
the petition is filed for verification with the Secretary of State. The sponsor or sponsors of the 
petition shall file, as one instrument, all petition papers comprising a new political party petition 
for signature verification with the Secretary of State. All signed petitions in circulation but not 
filed with the Secretary of State shall become invalid after July 15 in the year of the statewide 
general election. 
 
Section 3. If any provision of this act is found to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall 
remain in full force and effect. 
 
Section 4. This act shall take effect upon passage.   
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