
Section 1: An Act to Reduce the Vote Threshold for Nonpartisan Candidates 

Section 2: Amendments to HI Rev Stat § 12-41 
 
 §12-41  Result of election.  (a)  The person or persons receiving the greatest number of votes at 
the primary or special primary as a candidate of a party for an office shall be the candidate of the 
party at the following general or special general election but not more candidates for a party than 
there are offices to be elected; provided that any candidate for any county office who is the sole 
candidate for that office at the primary or special primary election, or who would not be opposed 
in the general or special general election by any candidate running on any other ticket, 
nonpartisan or otherwise, and who is nominated at the primary or special primary election shall, 
after the primary or special primary election, be declared to be duly and legally elected to the 
office for which the person was a candidate regardless of the number of votes received by that 
candidate. 
 
     (b)  Any nonpartisan candidate receiving at least ten five per cent of the total votes cast for 
the office for which the person is a candidate at the primary or special primary, or a vote equal to 
the lowest vote received by the partisan candidate who was nominated in the primary or special 
primary, shall also be a candidate at the following election; provided that when more nonpartisan 
candidates qualify for nomination than there are offices to be voted for at the general or special 
general election, there shall be certified as candidates for the following election those receiving 
the highest number of votes, but not more candidates than are to be elected. [L 1970, c 26, pt of 
§2; am L 1973, c 217, §2(j); am L 1979, c 139, §10; am L 1983, c 34, §21] 
 
Section 3. If any provision of this act is found to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall 
remain in full force and effect. 
 
Section 4. This act shall take effect upon passage.   
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