
Section 1: The Political Party Qualification Standards Act 

Section 2: Amendments to ID Code § 34-501 
 

34-501.  "Political party" defined — Procedures for creation of a political party. (1) A "political 
party" within the meaning of this act, is an organization of electors under a given name. A 
political party shall be deemed created and qualified to participate in elections in any of the 
following three (3) ways: 
(a)  By having three (3) or more candidates for state or national office listed under the party 
name at the last general election, provided that those individuals seeking the office of president, 
vice president and president elector shall be considered one candidate, or 
(b)  By polling at the last general election for any one of its candidates for state or national office 
at least three per cent (3%) one per cent (1%)of the aggregate vote cast for governor or for 
presidential electors. 
(c)  By an affiliation of electors who shall have signed a petition which shall: 
(A)  State the name of the proposed party in not more than six (6) words; 
(B)  State that the subscribers thereto desire to place the proposed party on the ballot; 
(C)  Have attached thereto a sheet or sheets containing the signatures of at least a number of 
qualified electors equal to two per cent (2%) one per cent (1%) of the aggregate vote cast for 
presidential electors in the state at the previous general election at which presidential electors 
were chosen or 5,000 signatures from registered voters in this state, whichever is less; 
(D)  Be filed with the secretary of state on or before August 30 of even numbered years; 
(E)  The format of the signature petition sheets shall be prescribed by the secretary of state and 
shall be patterned after, but not limited to, such sheets as used for state initiative and referendum 
measures; 
(F)  The petitions and signatures so submitted shall be verified in the manner prescribed in 
section 34-1807, Idaho Code. 
(G)  The petition shall be circulated no earlier than August 30 of the year preceding the general 
election. 

 
Section 3. If any provision of this act is found to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall 
remain in full force and effect. 
 
Section 4. This act shall take effect upon passage.   
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