Section 1: The Fair Ballot Access Act

Section 2: Amendments to Section 21-2-170

(a) In addition to the party nominations made at primaries, nominations of candidates for public
office other than municipal office may be made by nomination petitions signed by electors and
filed in the manner provided in this Code section, and such nomination by petition may also be
made for municipal public office if provided for by the municipality’s charter or by municipal
ordinance. Such petition shall be in the form prescribed by the officers with whom they are filed,
and no forms other than the ones so prescribed shall be used for such purposes, but such petitions
shall provide sufficient space for the printing of the elector’s name as well as for his or her
signature. In addition to the other requirements provided for in this Code section, each elector
signing a nomination petition shall also print his or her name thereon.

(b) A nomination petition of a candidate seeking an office which is voted upon state wide shall
be signed by a number of voters equal to 1 percent of the total number of registered voters
eligible to vote in the last election for the filling of the office the candidate is seeking or 5.000
signatures, whichever is less, and the signers of such petition shall be registered and eligible to
vote in the election at which such candidate seeks to be elected. A nomination petition of a
candidate for any other office shall be signed by a number of voters equal to 5 percent of the total
number of registered voters eligible to vote in the last election for the filling of the office the
candidate is seeking and the signers of such petition shall be registered and eligible to vote in the
election at which such candidate seeks to be elected. However, in the case of a candidate seeking
an office for which there has never been an election or seeking an office in a newly constituted
constituency, the percentage figure shall be computed on the total number of registered voters in
the constituency who would have been qualified to vote for such office had the election been
held at the last general election and the signers of such petition shall be registered and eligible to
vote in the election at which such candidate seeks to be elected.

Section 3. If any provision of this act is found to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall
remain in full force and effect.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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