
Section 1: The Fair Ballot Access Act 

Section 2: Amendments to South Carolina Code 7-11-70 
 
A candidate's nominating petition for any office in this State shall contain the signatures of at 
least five one percent of the qualified registered electors of the geographical area of the office for 
which he offers as a candidate; provided, that no petition candidate is required to furnish the 
signatures of more than ten thousand qualified registered electors for any office. The official 
number of qualified registered electors of the geographical area of any office must be the number 
of registered electors of such area registered one hundred twenty days prior to the date of the 
election for which the nomination petition is being submitted. 
 
The petition must be certified to the State Election Commission in the case of national, state, 
circuit, and multicounty district offices; with the county board of voter registration and elections 
in the case of countywide or less than countywide offices with the exception of municipal 
offices; with the clerk of a municipality in case of a municipal office, and the certified petition 
shall constitute and be kept as a public record. 
 
Section 3. If any provision of this act is found to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall 
remain in full force and effect. 
 
Section 4. This act shall take effect upon passage.   
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